A review of the nursing literature on attitudes towards old people.
This paper reviews recent research in the area of nurses' attitudes towards old people. Published work is categorized into that dealing with the effects on attitudes of characteristics of the nurses being studied, characteristics of the patients, intervention programmes and related attitudes held by the nurses. British and American work is considered. Much of the published work reviewed is found to be lacking in one or more respects. These shortcomings relate to sampling, design features, measures used and data analysis. It is concluded that research in the area will need to be improved if major policy decisions concerning the care of the elderly are to be well-informed.